36                       CHIBCHA CALENDAR

Nine was Aca, two toads one on the other,
the time of generation.

Ten was Ubchihica, the sign being an ear. Time
of full moon.

Twenty, Gueta, had for its sign a toad displayed
or spread out, symbol of felicity. Home and farm.

Evidently the Chibchas were on the eve of
inventing a system of hieroglyphic writing.

The ordinary year consisted of twenty moons
or months. When it was terminated they counted
another twenty months, and so on until they had
completed twenty of these twenties. The inter-
calation of a month became necessary after the
thirty-sixth month, to make the lunar correspond
with the solar year. The ordinary year of twenty
months was used by the people without the inter-
calation being noticed, while the initiated had
their astronomical year of thirty-seven months
in which months were intercalated at the right
time, in succession, through the cycle. Carved
stones have been found, with the object of illus-
trating the intercalation of the different months
indicated by their symbols. These stones were
usually circular, but some were pentagons, to
signify that they refer to five intercalary years,
the twelfth part of the cycle. The Chibcha cycle